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on them. A great tranquility descends upon incidents
bathed thus in the light of reason.

While recalling these lessons, and rereading them
in this book, I remembered another history of Canada
that no one will ever read because it will never be
written. It was carried entirely in the head of the
gracious Rene du Roure who, I hope, is not forgotten
at Montreal. It remained only for him to set it down
in writing, a servile task which he considered super-
fluous, as those who knew him best will not be surprised
to learn. It is a great pity; but though he confided the
idea to me as a secret, I believe that I may speak of it
without a betrayal of confidence, now that he is no
longer here.

1 Until the Battle of the Plains of Abraham, in his
history, events proceeded as in any other; but at that
point there was a great change, for Wolfe was killed at
the beginning of the engagement, Montcalm escaped
death, and the French won the battle. Who will main-
tain that these events were impossible? Let us pretend,
then, that they did take place. Canada remains part
of the Kingdom of France. When the American
Revolution breaks out, the King does not hesitate for a
moment. For the best of reasons he does not greatly
love the English, but between republican rebels and
the legitimate pretensions of their monarch, he chooses
the latter. The French army, stationed in Canada,
adequately reinforced for the purpose, marches into
New England and effects a junction with British
troops; together they crush the revolution. Rocham-
beau and La Fayette play no parts on the stage of
history. North America remains British, Louisiana
and Canada remain French. These events do not